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SUIIJITC'[': Area tsligibility [Jsing Ccnsus Data

The purpose of this memorandum is to allow additional llexibility in using census data 1'or area

.figiiif ii' determinations in the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP), Summer Food

S"ii." Progrorn (SFSP), and the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) Surnmer Seamless

Option (SSO). Thesc additional flexibilities are el'fective immediately'

The Secretary of the United States Department 01'Agriculture, |ood and Nutrition Service. may

use census dara in dctemrining area eligibility lbr the S|SP and CACI:P' as authorized in

Sections 1 3(a)( I XA)(ll) and r7(0(3XnXii)(l)(aa)' 42 USC I 76 I (a)( I )(A)(ll)
izootot: ltexiij(l)(aa). cACFIi and .SFSp regulations provide morc specilically thal census data

maybeusedtodeternrincar.cacligibilitylbrdaycarehomcsandccrlairrSFSl)sitesandSS()
,G.-uf igitrif i,y is establishcd whJn.o*.,. dati indicate that a1 least 50 percer.rt olthe childrcn

residing in thc area are members of houscholds that lneet the incomc standards lbr liee or

t"ar."i-prl.. meals 7 C|R 226.15(l) and 225 6(cX3XB) Previous policy guidance has.

identifiei the ctensus Block Groupi (cItGs) ro be tho gcographical unit u::q r-o-u:r^.r-r cl.igibility

tbr cAcFP, SFSP" and SSO when u.ing 
""nru, 

data cACFP 07-2012, SFSP 09-2012' I|ligibilirl',

Based ort Census Dalct 20I2 Data Releuse,Irebruary 13,2013'

occasionally. a potential cACFP day care home or SSO sitc or a SFSP site is determined no1 to

be in area eligible. ln some cases, however, thc homes or sites are looated immediately adjacent

to an eligibleiarea. This proximity suggests that the children residing in the area from which the

ho,r.,es ,ri site would moir likely draw participants would have a likelihood of'similar census
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demographics. In recognizing that likeliliood and allowing additional llexibility in the use ol

census data 1tr establish area eligibility, we can ensure area eligibility determinations accurately

identily areas in which poor economic conditions exist. Upon publication of this memo, CACFP

day care homes and SFSP and SSO sites may now be determined area eligible using either

CBG's or Census'l'racts. Census Tracls are geographical units that consist ofone or more ofthe
CBGs.

Additionally, based on analysis ofthe proposed location, with both State agency and Regional

Office (RO) approval. up to three adjacent CBGs may be avcraged, using a weighted average, to

dctermine eligibility. In all CBGs being averaged, at lcast 40 perccnt ol'children must be eligible

for liee and reduced price meals. Census Tracts may not be combined.

Therefore, using these flexibilities, CACIFP day care homes and SFSP and SSO sites are considered area

eligible if:

o 50 percent or more ofthe childrcn in a Census Tracl are eligible fbr fiee or rcduced-price

school meals; or
o 50 percent or more ofthe children in a CBG are eligible for fiee or reduced-price school

mealsl
. The percentage ofchildren eligible lbr frec or reduced-price meals in up to three adjacent

CBds when iveraged is 50 percent or more, provided that at least 40 percent of children

in each ofthe combincd CBGs are eligible for free and reduced price meals, as described

above.

Datu Availabilitv

The availability o1'Census Tracts and combined CBGs to determine eligibility is effective with

release of this memo. The dala can be accessed through the 2013 lblder on Partnerweb:

|432f 7D8F l-6A%r7d.

'Ihe existing CBG .XLS (Excel) files contain eligibility information for every CBG by State. An

additional Ccnsus Tract file contains the Census Tracts fbr the entire United States. Within the

data filcs is an'Eligible' column that can be used to determine eligibility for both Programs. This

file is based on the same dala as the 2013 data release (2007-201I American community

Survey). A third llle containing all of the data necessary

to combine CBG's is available upon request.

Plcase note the important details about opening the file correctly in difl'erent fbrmats.

lnsrruclions lbr deiermining eligibility using these data are providcd in the same lblder as the

clata. The instruclions offer two different tools to dctermine eligibility: the Census Bureau tools

and a map dcvcloped by thc Irood l{esearch and Action centcr (liRAC).'rhc FRAC map is

construclld fiom tl.re same tlata files that arc available on Partnerweb and may bc used to

determine eligibility.

lf you have any additional cluestions, please contact your regional consultant.
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