
                                                                                                     
North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services

Division of Public Health ••Women’s & Children’s Health Section
1914 Mail Service Center • Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1914

Tel 919-733-2973 • Fax 919-733-1384
Michael F. Easley, Governor                                                          Carmen Hooker Odom,  Secretary

             Location: 1330 St. Mary’s Street • Raleigh, N.C. 27605                                       An Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Action Employer

April 5, 2002

CACFP 02-19

MEMORANDUM

TO:   Institutions Participating in the Child and Adult Care Food Program

FROM:   Arnette Cowan, MS, RD, LDN
Head, Special Nutrition Programs

SUBJECT:   Automatic Eligibility of State-Funded, Pre-kindergarten Participants for Free Meals
in the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP), the National School Lunch
Program (NSLP), and the School Breakfast Program (SBP), 226.23-15

State agencies administering the CACFP, NSLP, and/or SBP may make assessments regarding eligibility
requirements in a particular state-funded pre-kindergarten program.  Based on the assessments, a Food and
Nutrition Service (FNS) regional office is authorized to grant a waiver which would permit children
participating in a State-funded pre-kindergarten program with eligibility requirements identical to or more
stringent than those used by the Federal Head Start Program (i.e. household income may not exceed 100
percent of the Federal income poverty guidelines) to qualify for automatic free meal eligibility in these three
programs.

Criteria for Automatic Free Meal Eligibility Based on State-Funded Pre-Kindergarten Program
Participation

If a state is to use a child’s participation in a state-funded, pre-kindergarten program as a basis for extending
automatic eligibility for free meals to the child, the state agency must ensure:

(a) its state-funded, pre-kindergarten program uses income eligibility criteria which are identical to, or
more stringent than the Federal Head Start Program (i.e., household income may not exceed 100 percent of
the Federal income poverty guidelines) and counts income (i.e. counts or excludes the same types of income
in determining eligibility) in the same manner as the Federal Head Start Program.

(b) the state-funded program is modeled on the Federal Head Start Program and can serve some
percentage of children from households with income more than 100 percent of the Federal income poverty
guidelines, its can differentiate between children receiving state funding based on income and children
receiving funding based on disability (some of whom may not be income-eligible for Federal Head Start
Program benefits).

(c) pre-kindergarten funding is provided under more than one state program and that the programs use
different income standards, and that it can differentiate between the children in each program.
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(d) income determinations for the state-funded program do not exceed 12 months in
      length.

If you have questions, please contact your regional consultant.

AC/ERB/clg

cc: SNP Staff
Auditors


